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506 Wethersfield Avenue 
1760 


Elias Beckley (1734-1816) Revolutionary War and Lois 
Parsons (1740-1815) 


saltbox 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #005 
1787 Elias Beckley current owner: Gustave Bodack 
south side Wethersfield Road, faces north 
wood house, saltbox, central brick 
chimney, two stories and a half, 9 
window front, paired 8/8, original 
sash 8 over 12, double overhang, 
brick foundation. 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
1787 Elias Beckley current owner: Gustave Bodeck Wethersfield Road 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 168 
1760 current owner: Thea Norton 
Sketch 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1787 current owner: David & Amy Hunt 


Genealogy 


Elias Beckley (1735-1816) son of John Beckley & Mary Woodruff. In 
1757 he married Lois Parsons (1740-1815) daughter of Aaron 
Parsons & Sarah Carrington, They had children: Selah, Elias, Rowena, Olive, Sylvester, Lois 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 
HIST-6 NEW S/77 Site No.: 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION om | rey gt | i : it 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 quan: 


(203) 566-3005 
DISTRICT 1F NR, SPECIFY 


a ee Ds Cour | Di actot — ) Potentiat 


1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


506 Wethersfield Road 


OWN CITY VILL Ou v 


z 
o 
- NO NUMBER (and/or location) Ti=1 
< . 
Vv 506 Wethersfield Road 11697 1933/1 
w OWNER(S) 
E Horton, Thea B. bs * Berlin 06037 Olpune [Xi biivare 
8 » USE (Present) (iistorte) 
5 Residence Residence 
“ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE q » EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: ) Yes B No O Yes KJ no . 
. Y OF BUILOIN DA <) OW: RU ) 
Vernacular c. 1760 
5. RIALS) (indicate use or location when appropriate) 
th 
Clapboord DO Asbestos Siding x) Brick O Coen ity) 
foundation 
O Wood Shingle Llwesheie Siding Fieldstone 
D Boord & Batten 0 Stucco O Cobblestone 
| Aluminum Concrete Cut stone * 
Siding i Type: ——-Brownstone foundation front 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
4 Wood frame DO Post and beam lecttesn 
ODO Load beoring masonry i] Structural iron or steel 
0 Other (Specify) 
TO ROOF IT ¥pe) 
{x} Goble O Flot ir Mansard DO Monitor ‘a sowtooth 
Other 
z O Gombrel O Shed O Hip OD Round a) (Specify) 
5 (Material) 
= Roll 
o Wood Shingle Aspholt 0 Tin DO Slote D Gable end to the street 
w Other 
o [x] Aspholt shingle O Built up Oj Tile (J Specify) (x) Ridge porallel to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE OIMENSIONS 


2 1/2 3G" ix 27" 
ONDITION (Sterne tural) Cheaterin) 
4 
O Excellent (3 Good oO Fair oO Deteriorated O Excellent fx) Good 0 Foir DO Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY (Le ationt (Alterations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN 
On original . 
Cae (weve [x] ves [Jno] Much new cladding 
REL D OUTBUILDIN OR LAND P URES 
(4 Born - s Shed (x) Garage DO Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 


O roa de (2) Shop (sl Gorden 


1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


D Open land foe x) Residential i Scattered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
O Commercial fees (x) Rural i High building density = 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


In semi-rural area with Scattered 18th-century houses (459, another 
18th-century house is across the street). 
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PHOTOGRAPHER *) 
HRC 11/84 
NEGATIVE ON FILE 
NEW DATE ! 
Historic Resource Congultants 12/84 
we re rt Oo 


PHOTO 


an WykKe Avenue 
Harttord, Connecticut 06106 


U6 QUEN 1ELDO EVALUATION’. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


This house has a five-bay facade with a central entry (now boarded up). 
The foundation is brownstone on the front with later brick on the 
sides. Windows are fitted with old 8-over-12 sash. Facade windows 
are paired and offset towards the corners of the house; second-floor 
windows are located immediately under the eaves. There are hewn over- 
hangs at the second floor and across the gable ends; the molded cor- 
nice shows a partial return at the front only. Wide plain boards 

have been applied at the overhangs. To the rear is a shed-roofed 
lean-to addition. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


HISTORICAL O HT URAL o 


Although much of the visible fabric is recent (including much or all 
of the exterior cladding and at least part of the foundation), this 
house is of interest as an 18th-century central chimney dwelling. An 
adaptation of traditional English building techniques to a harsh 
climate rich in stone, timber, and firewood, the central chimney house 
was the predominant domestic building type in 18th-century New England. 
It remained popular in relatively isolated areas like Berlin until 
shortly after 1800. Typical 18th-century features present here 
include the hewn overhangs, paired offset windows, symmetrical five- 
bay facade, small-pane sash, and the placement of the second-floor 
windows under the eaves. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


/ 


Architectural evidence was used exclusively in attributing a date 
to this house, because the complexity of pre-1785 Berlin land records 
precluded searching within the scope of this project. 
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